5? 


Regotry 'B0996/1 260/316 


Vumber 


TELEGRAM FROM 
Mreiiarriott, HAIFA. 


Vo. 173 
secrete 
Dated Lhe Te 48 
Reeetecd 
m Reerstry 6 7248 
aia ist j 
- — 
« 14> 
Reference « 
hae. 3 
AMO A Jo > 
b 
u eu a Nokon 
‘ 
S 
yy _, mae 


' ; (0% 
E 8590! 
5 Jul 1948 


zsrotection of Sritish Nationals in Falestine: : 
resence of British supervisors in oil refineries 
at Haifa. 


xefers foreign Office telegram ioe 223 to Haifa s 
and Haifa ialecven NOe172 to Foreign Office (#8995/ 
1260/31). 

cee? the risks run by »ritish personnel in _ 
Haifa at the present timee The presence of British 
Supervisors would not be deprecated providing they 
are aware of the risks they run in being sent to 
Haifa. Fresumes that whatever arrangements are made, 
they will be given widest publicity for the benefit 
of the Jews and arabs, Kepeated to Bagdad, Washington, 
and Jerusalem, and Saving to Parise 








The background of the telegram within is to be 
found in our telegram No. 223 (Flag A behind this paper). 
The Company are prepared to approach the Jewish 
authorities and the Mediator, with a proposal for 
resuming the flow of crude oil from Iraq through 
Haifa to Europe as soon as they are assured that we 
would not object to the presence of a very small 
number of British Supervisors in Haifa. 


On the evidence provided in Mr. 
telegram I should Say that, in view 
need of France and 


Marriott's 

f : of the urgent 
other west Suropean countries for 
Iraqi petroleun, we should tell the Company that we 
would not object to the return of t}.2se Supervisors 
if the truce is prolonged or if Spec .ol arrangements 


strong pressure from their 
ish to resume 


M. Le Roy of the French Embassy visited me agai 
this afternoon to discuss Haifa. He assured me chat. 
khe French Government would be willing to support the 

egaln urged cnet rece te a the ,Jemigh authorities. 
the dependese u ake full account of 
the p ain of France on thése oil Supplies and 


with as little delay as Possible. 


Ihave prom 
answer r3¢ then Tomorrow mooning” (#eutzyaa34 get an 
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[This telegram is of particular secrecy and_sho f forge ned 
by the authorised recipient and not cacsetthe 2 








Cypher/OTP Dit sRTMUNT.L DISTRIBUTION 
FROM HaIFA TO FO<sIGN O# FICE 

ir. Marriot, De 3057 pem Ath July,1948. 

Tepes 1948. R. 6058 pem. Ath July,1948. 
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Your telegram Now223. Please see my telegram No.172,. 


Some of the precautions I have taken may give clearest 
idea of the risks we run which can only be increased by 
adding to the number of British here. 


2. I returned weapons and refused the armoured cars 
offered by G.0.C. because as I have told my party we have 
only to kill one Jew to be wiped out. My watchmen have kept 
their revolvers but they leave them in their bedrooms verey 
pistols only being carried in perimetre. lone of us is armed 
when we leave the perimetre, i am the only one who leave 
the perimetre alene. No-ene except me is allowed out in one 
of my vehicles after dsrk when I de my driving unaccompanied, 
This is to avoid an incident at one of the road blecks guarded 
by armed Jews = much more likely to occur in the dark and@ when 
men are tired, 


3. arrival of Herridge in Haifa ceuld not be cencealed. 
I should not (repest not) deprecate his visit during helding of 
the truce ss there are so few arabs left that the risk ef 
sabetace by them is negligible. If he arrives after expiry 
ef the truce I presume agreement of Arabs to arrangements 
would have been ebtained before that of the Jews was seught 
and I wonder hew much reliance the Arabs will place en a Jewish 
undertaking. 


4. irovided «ny British sent here by I.P.C. are aware 
of the risks they run and that the more there are the greeter 
the risk to all I should not (repeat not) deprecate the presence 
here of British supervisors having regard to “uropean need for 
this oil. The immediate result would be that all British 
business men who [gpeundec.] will think it ressonable for them 
to return and I think it only fair to those of us who have 
to be [? gp.omitted] that they should not by their numbers 

add to our risk, 


5. I presume that if arrangements are made they will 
be given the widest publicity so that the Jews and 4rabs all 
are aware of them, 

Foreign Office please repest to Bagdad, Vashingtom and 
Jerusslem as my telegrems Nos, 12, 1 and 32 respectively and 
Saving Noel to Faris. 

tRepeated to Bagdad, «sshington, Jerusalem and Saving 
to Paris. 
[Copy sent to Middle Gast Secretariat]. 


